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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 
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MTER  THE  THOUGHT  IS  3H0KM 


A  raaio  talk  "by  Dr.  C.U.  Uaj’burton,  director  of 


U.  S,  Dent-rtnifnc  o?’  Acrioiiiiutn 
extension  work,  de¬ 
livered  Thursday,  Au^st  21,  at  1:10  p.in.  ,  in  the  Ur-tiona.1  Harm  and -Home - 

Hour,  throrr^x  3^  radio  stations  associated  with  the  national  Droa.dcasting 
Co'rpany . 


■'Uth  the  condng  of  rains  and  cooler  wea.ther,  and  with  rapid  progress 
nade  in  setting  up  the  State  and  machinery  to  avdminister  drought 

relief  measures,  the  newspaper  headlines  on  drought  stories  are  scaling 
down  in  size  ^’nl  the  stories  move  to  the  inside  pa.ges. 

■Tlaat  is  natui’a.l  and  inevitable.  He  have  passed  the  trying  times  of 
searing  heat.  The  spectacular  element  of  this  visitation  of  Providence 
fades  as  time  wears  on. 

The  citv  consumer  is  rea.ssured  as  to  his  food  supply,  which  will  be 
amnle.  But  though  the  hea,dlines  fade,  the  situation  brought  by  the  drought 
remains  the  foremost  item  in  the  daily  lives  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
farm,  families.  Thar,  situation  will  be  the  first  consideration  faced  by 
those  families  an  they  ma,ke  their  plans  for  the  coming  winter  and  spring. 

He  are  starting  the  long,  hard,  pull  of  rehabilitation,  of  seeing  to 
it  th:rt  the  structure  of  agricultui'e  in  the  afflicted  sections  is  not  im¬ 
paired  as  the  result  of  a  rainless  growing  season.  The  American  Hed  Cross 
has  undertal'en  to  see  to  it  that  there  shall  be  no  human  suffering  follow¬ 
ing  in  the  wake  of  destitution  v/rou^ht  by  drought.  But  each  individual 
farm.^r  faces  the  hard  job  of  seeing  to  it  that  his  business  weathers  the 
coming  winter  and  spring  without  depletion  of  f oioni.ation  livestock,  or 
serious  after-effects . 

As  you  have  heard  in  these  daily  radio  bror leasts  and  read  in  your 
newspapers.  Federal  and  Sta''.e  governments  are  bending  every  effort  to  help 
you  as  individuals  meet  this  emergency.  Bankers  are  working  on  the  matter 
of  emergency  financing;  the  railroads  have  gr-anted  reduced  rates  for 
necessary  movement  of  livestock  and  feed.  Governors  of  States  are  setting 
uj)  drought  committees  to  supervise  anrangements  within  the  States,  aud 
President  Hoover  has  appointed  a  national  committee  headed  hy  the 
Secretavy  of  it;ricuJture ,  to  work  vath  the  StaJ.e  committees. 

How  all  this  organization  takes  some  time,  and  the  searching  out  of 
facts  to  guide  the  organizations  will  talae  some  more  time.  All  con¬ 

cerned  are  working  hard  and  working  fast  — but  not  carelessly.  Today  I 
want  to  assure  all  8f  you  t^at  the  relief  machinery  will  soon  be  function¬ 
ing,  and  that  you  can  make  Contact  v/ith  it  through  your  county  agent,  or 
if  your  county  has  no  agricultural  agent,  through  a  man.  in  your  county 
desi,gn.ated  by  the  State  director  of  Extension. 

I  want  to  assure  you  also  that  there  is  no  occasion  for  any  panic 
buying  of  feeds  or  soiling  of  livestock,  and  I  want  to  urge  you  not  to  help 
make'feeds  dear  by  trying  to  hoavd,  nor  to  sell  livestock  at  saprifice 
prices  because  of  fear  of  feed  shortage  later.  I  want  to  tell  you  how  to  make 
content  '»/i th  the  rehabilitation  forces  so  that  you  will  ’*  ••clearly  'under- 
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stand  that  there  is  no  need  for  h'  sty  action  which  you  '.nay  later  regret. 

All  of  the  ueoyle  interested  in  agriculture  were  cheered  last  week  to  have 
word  from  the  3ure--u  of  Agricultural  Economics  th-^.t  up  to  last  Saturday 
there  was  little  evidence  at  the  loading  livestock  merkets  of  forced  market- 
in..':  because  of  the  drou  fnt.  There  should  be  no  more  evid.ence  of  such 
marketing  in  later  weeks. 

Your  county  agent,  or,  if  your  county  has  no  agricultural  agent, 
some  other  person  designated  by  ./our  strote  director  of  extension  work,  has 
been  supplied  with  co  des  of  the  regul.ations  governing  the  issuance  of 
certificates  aioproving  emorgency  rates  on  feed  into  drought  areas,  or  live¬ 
stock  out  of  such  areas  to  points  vkere  iced  is  available.  They  also  have 
been  supplied  v/i  In  the  approval  certificates.  The  first  step  toward  ob¬ 
taining  the  reduced  railroad  rates  is  to  file  one  of  these  certificates 
with  the  locad  railroad  agent  previous  to  the  movement  of  the  commodity 
from  the  ijoint  of  origin.  The  final  decision  on  application  of  the  rate 
to  any  shioment  lies  with  the  railroad. 

Before  efficient  use  can  be  m"de  of  the  reduced  rail  rates,  it  is 
obvious  that  we  must  do  these  things; 

1.  Locete  the  closest  source  of  feed  supplies,  if  "'e  are  to  ship 
in  feed  for  our  livestock. 

2.  Locate  the  closest  points  where  pasturage  and  other  feeds  are 
a.vailable  if  we  are  to  ship  out  livestock  to  feed. 

iTo'/  doing  either  thing  means  getting  some  facts  and  doing  some 
li^Tiring.  The  Eederp.l  Enrcan  of  Agricultural  Economics  h-as  gathered  some 
fa.cts  on  locations  and  ai.-ouiits  of  feed  supplies.  These  facts  are  being 
forwarded  to  your  county  agents  or  other  designated  re-presentcotives.  They 
will  be  cleared  through  your  State  Agricultural  College  so  that  there  will 
not  be  wastef'dl  comoetitive  bidding  for  feed  supplies  tliat  will  hike  prices; 
so  that  there  will  not  b-..  a  rush  of  livestock  to  areas  where  feed  is  avail¬ 
able  that  will  red'ucG  prices  of  livestocli;  so  th;t  unnecessarily  long  hcOils 
of  either  feed  or  livestock  vull  be  avoided.  The  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Economics  also  will  madie  a.vailable  its  regi.il8.r  and  some  special  reports  on 
prices  of  feedstuffs  at  the  mmrgcets  so  that  you  need  not  be  gouged  on  your 
purchasesof  feeds.  These  re  )orts  will  be  a,t  the  office  of  your  count.y  for 
.your  inspection. 

Let  me  point  out  one  further  thing.  Thr.t  is  that  the  reduced  rail- 
ro£vd.  ra.tes  ap'ply  only  on  carlots.  That  means  local  orgniisation  into  groups 
when  you  are  bu;ung  cpncentr.ates ,  or  buying  through  your  rejgular  dealers, 
for  only  the  larger  livestock  operators  will  be  buying  coo-ce'ntrates  in 
carlots  for  their  exclusive  use.  We  and  your  State  authorities  ask  your 
cooperation  with  the  county  agent,  we  a:sk  .you  to  make  it  as  eas.y  as  uossible 
for  him  to  keep  the  machiner.y  going  by  not  taJrin.g  to  him  small  individual 
requests  for  agiproval  certificates,  ’"^o-rk  'vith  him  to  orgaiiize  group  buying 
so  that  170  may  proceed  in  an  orderly  fashion. 
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Tli't.  is  the  cornerstone  of  the  structure  to  '.reet  the  drought  emerg- 
—  orderly  procedure,  ’’fe  have  been  talking  of  orderly  selling  for 
years.  need  to  follow  th- 1  princi  ole  riridly  and  avoid  duirroing  of  live¬ 
stock  on  the  market  in  this  present  situation.  All  reports  so  far  indicate 
that  we  arc-  avoiding  lumoing  of  lio'estock.  But  vre  need  also  to  nractice 
orderly  hioying  of  feed  supplies,  for  a  sudden  I’ush  can  put  nrices  up  to  an 
unwarranted  point.  There  is  no  more  need  for  panic-buying  of  feeds  then 
there  is  for  panic-selling  of  livestock. 

Besides  using  in  the  most  efficient  m^'nner  the  privilege  of  shipuing 
feed  and  livestock  for  drought  relief  purposes  at  reduced  freights,  individ¬ 
ual  farmers,  I  realize,  must  use  every  o'once  of  their  energy  and  business 
ability  and  knowledge  of  farm  management  to  bring  their  businesses  un¬ 
scathed  through  the  coming  months.  Banh  of  you  in  the  drought  regions  has 
been  for  weeks  considering  hov/  to  stretch  feed  supplies  to  the  limit.  You 
?:re  at  work  fi  paring  out  rations  .made  up  fro?n  locally  available  or  imnorted 
feeds  which  will  ca:rvy  your  stock  at  least  expense.  I  shall  not  try  to 
give  any  advice  to  you  on  these  points.  Perhaps  y^^ur  coianty  agent  can  be 
of  some  assistance  by  providing  you  formulas  that  have  been  tested  out  in 
former  years  or  that  have  been  newly  revised  by  the  animal  husbandmen  at 
youn  agri  maltural  colle.ge.  He  will  give  his  services  cheerfull.y  in  every 
possible  Wciy,  I  Icnow. 


